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Guiding Question 

What´s more important: 

Calculating the CO2 footprint or focus on 
management factors?  
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Topics  

Scientific Approach with 
the Dairy Sustainability 

Tool
Industry Actions 
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Scientific Approach with the Dairy 
Sustainability Tool
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Dimensions of the Dairy Sustainability Tool 
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What´s the goal of the Tool? 

• Develop a foundation of sustainability on dairy farms 

• Show status quo of sustainability 

• Show fields of actions and options for improvement 

• Push transition process 
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How is the Tool working? 

Datacheck and  

- analyse at 
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Farmers fill in 
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farmers

Report for

dairy companies

Initiate internal 

processes: 

→Analysis of strengths 

and weaknesses

→Set targets

→ Implement measures

Dairy 

companies 
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farmers 
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What about climate? 
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Dealing with climate in the Tool

CO2

footprint

Focus 
management

factors
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Climate Criteria in the Tool 

e. g. Average lifetime
production

e. g. Feed ration
calculations

e. g. Slurry storage
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Source: Calculations of the Thünen Institute of Farm Economics as part of the project QM Dairy Sustainability Tool (2024), based on data from 10.090 German dairy farms (unpublished)  
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Climate Criteria
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Source: Calculations of the Thünen Institute of Farm Economics as part of the project QM Dairy Sustainability Tool (2024), based on data from 10.090 German dairy farms (unpublished)  
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Industry Actions 



Page 14
02.09.2023

Anna Raschel
AgriDENZ

Two Pillars  

Calculating CO2 Footprint 
Take actions to reduce 

emissions 
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Examples of Actions 

• Demonstration farms

• Workshop programs 

• Consulting services

• Incentive programs
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Conclusion   
What´s more important: 

Calculating the CO2 footprint or focus on management factors? 



Page 17
02.09.2023

Anna Raschel
AgriDENZ

Anna Raschel 
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Thank you! 


