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Indigenous knowledge in Circular Food Systems 

An AgriDENZ side event at the 2026 New Zealand Agriculture and Climate 

Change Conference  

Date: 29 April 2026 

Time: 5:00–7:00 pm (New Zealand Time) 

Venue: Mātiu Room, Level 1, Tākina Events, Wellington 

Or online via Zoom 

Agenda 

Item Time Description Led by 

1.  10 mins Welcoming waiata  

2.  10 mins Welcome The Special Representative to 
the Global Research Alliance 
on Agricultural Greenhouse 
Gases 

3.  5 mins Introduction to the session: 
purpose, process 

Facilitator 

4.  5 mins Circular Food Systems: Food Loss 
and Waste work in AgriDENZ – 
Collaboration Opportunities 

AgriDENZ German Food loss 
and waste topic lead 

5.  5 mins Background and objectives of the 
GRA Indigenous Research Network 
(IRN), opportunities to collaborate   

IRN Co-chair 

6.  20 mins Presentation on the topic with 
examples of traditional knowledge 
on Circular Systems 

Circular System Leads 

7.  30 mins Discussion  All 

8.  10 mins Identify and agree on next steps for 
countries to collaborate, and 
summarise the key 
conclusions/next steps 

Facilitator and All 

9.  25 mins Networking refreshments All 
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Meeting notes 

Presentations 

Circular Food Systems: Food Loss and Waste work in AgriDENZ – Collaboration 
Opportunities – Presentation by Felicitas Schneider (Thünen Institute) 

Felicitas Schneider, AgriDENZ Topic Lead for Food Loss and Waste at the Thünen Institute, 

highlighted the contribution of food surplus and FLW research to the project's three pillars. 

She also expressed a strong interest in learning from traditional Pacific knowledge and 

practices to support the development of circular supply chains, with the aim of adapting 

successful models to other regions. 

Post-Harvest Loss Challenges and Opportunities in Samoa– Presentation by Veronica 
Va’aiva, Scientific Research Organisation of Samoa (SROS) 

Veronica Va’aiva, from SROS, discussed Samoa’s activities related to post-harvest loss and 
the challenges they face. Samoa’s focus is on reducing post-harvest food loss by 
strengthening farmer skills, improving handling practices, and building a better 
understanding of where losses occur across the value chain. She noted the importance of 
baseline data, stakeholder engagement, and practical, low-cost interventions suited to 
Pacific contexts, including training and improved post-harvest equipment. Regional 
collaboration with Fiji, Tonga, and Solomon Islands is already underway, with interest in 
scaling successful approaches and strengthening capacity building and extension support. 
Discussion highlighted opportunities to strengthen local consumption and shorten supply 
chains, including links to NDCs. She also noted that funding and mentorship remain key 
constraints. Participants also highlighted key loss points across harvesting, storage, 
transport, and handling, particularly linked to infrastructure challenges, and discussed 
regional hub approaches and links to global networks such as OECD food chain analysis. 

Soil Health and Management – Presentation by Vunivesi Minoneti (Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Forests, Tonga) 

Tonga MAFF presented on Tonga’s soil health challenges, including declining soil fertility, 
nutrient loss, and increasing pest and disease pressures linked to population growth and 
land-use pressure. Tonga is developing a national soil strategy focused on sustainable soil 
management, improved fertiliser efficiency, strengthened soil testing capacity, and better 
waste and manure management. Additional priorities include exploring biogas from piggery 
waste and reducing reliance on imported livestock feed, with strong links to national food 
security and NDC targets. Discussion highlighted the need to strengthen soil laboratory 
capacity (currently reliant on overseas analysis, including New Zealand), improve fertiliser 
efficiency and nutrient balance for key crops, and better optimise timing of application. 
Opportunities for collaboration with regional and international partners were also noted. 
The discussion emphasised the importance of aligning food systems and soil health 
initiatives with national strategies and highlighted the value of data-driven approaches to 
guide investments, partnerships, and prioritisation across the region. 
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Further discussions on topics 

Participants reflected on the importance of sharing local knowledge and strengthening 
relationships to support more inclusive, locally led approaches rather than top-down 
models. Indigenous knowledge systems were highlighted as a critical complement to 
scientific approaches, particularly in small island contexts where practical, context-specific 
solutions are essential. The discussion also noted the disproportionate impacts of climate 
change on small island states despite their low emissions, with similar challenges identified 
across Pacific and Caribbean regions. Participants emphasised the need to balance 
traditional practices with market-driven systems and to ensure culturally grounded 
engagement and extension approaches. There was also a strong focus on environmental 
stewardship, collective responsibility, and integrating multiple knowledge systems to support 
sustainable development and climate resilience. 


