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WELCOME BACK!
Nau mai, Haere Mai, Herzlich Willkommen, Welcome 
to the fourth edition of the AgriDENZ project 
newsletter!

It’s been another action-packed six months since our last 
newsletter. We have been busy on multiple fronts: from the 
warmth of a German delegation’s visit to Aotearoa New 
Zealand, to an exciting side event at the country’s flagship 
agriculture and climate change conference, to a growing 
webinar series attracting hundreds of participants from 
across the globe. We also continue to make important strides 
in the policy dialogues and scientific exchanges at the heart 
of the project.

We’d like to acknowledge everyone who contributed to the 
activities described here for their commitment to the 
AgriDENZ project. We’d also like to thank Onyinye Agoziem, 
for her help putting this Newsletter together.

As always, we hope you have an enjoyable read!
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FEBRUARY/MARCH 2026

VISIT OF A GERMAN DELEGATION TO NEW 
ZEALAND 

From 23 February to 6 March 2026, the AgriDENZ project 
was delighted to host a delegation from the German side of 
the project for a visit to Aotearoa New Zealand. The visit 
represented one of the most comprehensive bilateral 
exchanges to date under the AgriDENZ project, bringing 
together researchers, policymakers and private sector 
stakeholders for an intensive programme of meetings, 
institute visits, and collaborative working sessions.

The delegation comprised Bernd Schwang and Dorothea 
Schildt (BMLEH), Nina Grassnick and Claudia Heidecke 
(Thünen Institute / AgriDENZ), Andreas Gramzow and 
Cristina Simonetti-Techert (GFA Consulting Group), and 
Birthe Lassen and Anna Raschel (Thünen Institute).

The itinerary took members of the delegation the length of 
New Zealand, with stops at Auckland, Hamilton, Paeroa, 
Aongatete, New Plymouth, Hāwera, Palmerston North, 
Wellington, Nelson, Kaikoura, Christchurch, Oamaru and 

Invercargill. As well as getting updates on progress of the 
AgriDENZ project, the visit was an opportunity to explore 
opportunities for future collaboration between Germany 
and New Zealand in areas such as aquaculture, the 
bioeconomy, and trade. By visiting and interacting with a 
wide range of stakeholders, the delegation members 
gained insights into New Zealand research (Bioeconomy 
Science Institute, Ag Emissions Centre, Massey & Lincoln 
Universities), aquaculture (Ministry for Primary Industries 
(MPI), Aquaculture NZ, Cawthron Institute), policy (MPI, 
Ministry for the Environment, Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade), farming and horticulture (Beef + Lamb NZ, 
Federated Farmers, Future Farmers NZ, KW Kiwi Orchard) 
and a view into Te Ao Māori and Māori agribusiness 
(Rautāpatu foundation, AgriSea) all of which provided 
useful context for potential future collaborations.

A special thank you to all the New Zealand partners and 
hosts who made the delegation feel so warmly welcomed in 
Aotearoa. The generosity and hospitality of the New 
Zealand scientific, policy and private sector communities 
continue to impress us greatly.
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Delegation members learn about the portable accumulation chambers (PACs) for measuring methane at Livestock Improvement 
Corporation (LIC) in Hamilton (left), and at the KW Kiwi Orchard in Aongatete, Bay of Plenty (right). Photos © BMLEH

FEBRUARY/MAY 2026

AGRIDENZ ACTIVITIES ON FOOD LOSS AND 
WASTE 

The AgriDENZ Food Loss and Waste (FLW) topic lead 
continued to support the OECD Food Chain Analysis 
Network activities on “Indicator Needs for the Evaluation 
of Food Loss and Waste (FLW) Reduction Strategies” in 
February 2026. OECD is currently reviewing and 
synthesising the contributions received and will provide 
updates on the next steps in due course.

The Food Loss and Waste Researcher Network in Africa, 
launched during the AgriDENZ Regional Workshop on FLW 

in Sub-Saharan Africa in October 2025, held its online kick-
off meeting on 14 May 2026. The initiative provides a 
platform for researchers, practitioners, policymakers and 
other stakeholders from across Africa to connect, 
collaborate and exchange knowledge on reducing food 
loss and waste. Key objectives include sharing best 
practices, fostering collaborative research and projects, 
and supporting the development of practical solutions to 
address FLW challenges across the continent. 

To follow the activities of the Food Loss and Waste 
Researcher Network in Africa and learn about future 
events and collaboration opportunities, we invite 
interested stakeholders to join the network’s LinkedIn 
group.

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/16097220/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/16097220/
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29–30 APRIL 2026

AGRIDENZ SIDE EVENT AT THE NEW 
ZEALAND AGRICULTURE & CLIMATE CHANGE 
CONFERENCE, WELLINGTON

During the 2026 New Zealand Agriculture and Climate 
Change Conference (NZACCC) held on 29–30 April at 
Tākina Wellington Convention and Exhibition Centre, the 
AgriDENZ project hosted a side event bringing together 
international and New Zealand voices to discuss 
indigenous knowledge in circular food systems.

The two-day NZACCC conference, hosted by the Ag 
Emissions Centre in partnership with AgriZero and MPI, 
provided a fitting backdrop for the AgriDENZ side event. 
The conference brought together international market 
leaders, policymakers, professionals, scientists, and 
farmers to examine how New Zealand can respond 
strategically to a global marketplace in which low-
emissions production is increasingly a defining marker of 
quality and long-term competitiveness.

The AgriDENZ side event was hosted in collaboration with 
the Indigenous Research Network (IRN) of the Global 
Research Alliance on Greenhouse Gases (GRA). After a 
highly engaging waiata (song) performance by a Kapa Haka 
Group led by the IRN’s coordinator Shiloh Babbington, 
participants were welcomed by GRA Special 
Representative Peter Ettema (MPI). The AgriDENZ Food 

Loss and Waste (FLW) topic lead Dr Felicitas Schneider 
(Thünen Institute) then gave a brief introduction to how 
food surplus and FLW research and activities contribute to 
the three pillars of the AgriDENZ project. This was 
followed by featured presentations from participants from 
Samoa and Tonga who each described specific regional 
issues relating to FLW and food security, which were 
explored in a subsequent discussion. The session was well 
attended both in-person and online by countries and 
organisations from the Pacific, Australasia, Europe, Latin 
America and the Caribbean. Participants particularly 
valued the opportunity to learn from the experiences in 
Samoa and Tonga and to explore potential areas for 
deeper future collaboration.

Key themes at the AgriDENZ NZACCC side event

Specific issues discussed included:

• Strengthening regional knowledge and capacity to 
address post-harvest crop losses, and

• Improving regional knowledge in sustainable soil and 
waste management practices

A key follow-up activity is a workshop which is planned to 
be held in Samoa in the first week of September 2026 to 
advance the ideas explored at the event and to potentially 
develop a multi-country GRA Flagship project.
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[1] Attendees are welcomed to the AgriDENZ side event, NZACCC 2026 through waiata (song) led by the IRN’s coordinator Shiloh 
Babbington (centre) and [2] discuss regional issues relating to FLW and food security. Photos © Shiloh Babbington, MPI / GRA IRN

01

02



THE PAST SIX MONTHS
AGRIDENZ NEWSLETTER ISSUE 4

4

Koen Deconinck from the OECD Trade and Agriculture Directorate (L), and AgriDENZ Farm-Level Greenhouse Gas (GHG) accounting 
topic co-lead Elin Martinsson (R), during the first webinar in the Farm Level GHG accounting series. Photo © Nina Grassnick, Thünen 
Institute.

FEBRUARY-MAY 2026

THE FARM-LEVEL GHG ACCOUNTING 
WEBINAR SERIES GETS UNDERWAY

One of the most significant developments since our last 
newsletter has been the launch of a dedicated webinar 
series on Farm-Level Greenhouse Gas (GHG) accounting, 
one of the core focus areas of the AgriDENZ project. Three 
webinars in this series have now taken place, drawing large 
and engaged global audiences on each occasion.

Webinar 1: Methods and Tools for Farm-level GHG 
Accounting | 12 February 2026

The inaugural webinar in the series welcomed Koen 
Deconinck from the OECD Trade and Agriculture 
Directorate, who presented insights from a landmark new 
database encompassing over 200 tools for farm-level GHG 
estimation. Over 200 participants attended and took part in 
a lively Q&A session.

Key takeaways included:

Farm-level GHG accounting underpins many initiatives to 
disclose and mitigate emissions across agri-food supply 
chains, where a large share of total emissions arises at the 
farm level.

Different farm-level GHG accounting methods can produce 
different results, causing confusion. Many countries are 
acting to reduce fragmentation through nationally 
coordinated methodologies.

Of the 200+ tools surveyed, most focus on a single country 
and follow the GHG protocol or ISO standards. Downstream 
emissions are less commonly included.

Dialogue is ongoing among OECD member states on 
reducing fragmentation both within and across national 
boundaries.

Please find the video recording HERE.

Webinar 2: From National Inventory to Farm-level – 
Comparing Approaches in Germany and New Zealand | 19 
March 2026

The second webinar featured AgriDENZ topic leads Elin 
Martinsson (Thünen Institute) and Darran Austin (MPI), 
presenting their ongoing comparative work on the 
AgriGHG-tool (Germany) and the Farm Emissions Method 
(New Zealand).

Key takeaways included:

The work proposes six criteria for comparing farm-level 
GHG accounting approaches, to build mutual 
understanding across national settings.

Farm-level approaches can differ substantially depending 
on the agricultural system they were developed for, as is 
evident when comparing Germany and New Zealand.

Enteric fermentation from dairy cows was identified as the 
emission source accounted for at the most comparable 
level of detail across both methods.

Even where underlying equations are similar, differences in 
data definitions and country-specific parameters exist. Yet 
an empirical comparison shows the two methods yield 
broadly similar results.

Please find the video recording HERE

   

WEBINARS

https://www.agri-denz.com/news/detail?tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=627&cHash=ce3a1c6998cdb3f27b2a40316aad4ca0
https://www.agri-denz.com/news/detail?tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=639&cHash=a2e13de8d6b4910eba5398b397a3aada
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THE FARM-LEVEL GHG ACCOUNTING 
WEBINAR SERIES (CONTINUED)

Webinar 3: Farm-level Emissions Accounting using the EU-
FSDN Data | 7 May 2026

The third webinar in the series welcomed Andrea Furlan, 
Eszter Kis Csatari and Raphaël D’Andrimont from the 
European Commission’s Directorate-General for Agriculture 
and Rural Development (DG Agri). They presented ongoing 
work to develop a harmonized farm-level GHG accounting 
methodology across all EU member states, using data from 
the new Farm Sustainability Data Network (FSDN). Koohyar 
Khatami from DairyNZ then offered a New Zealand 
perspective on the findings.

Key takeaways included:

There is a heterogeneous landscape across EU member 

states regarding farm-level GHG accounting approaches, 
with most existing tools focused on livestock.

The FSDN-based carbon calculator aims to cover all direct 
agricultural activities, with a longer-term vision to also 
capture scope 3 emissions (upstream inputs and 
downstream processing).

Key challenges include allocating flows between farms, 
addressing data gaps, and maintaining national specificity 
while ensuring comparability across all member states.

A land-use model is under development in collaboration 
with the Joint Research Centre (JRC), linking FSDN data to 
the IACS database to enable analysis of land-use changes 
over time.

Please find the video recording HERE

MAY 2026

LAUNCH OF THE AGRIDENZ “FOUNDATIONS 
FOR CHANGE” ONLINE LEARNING SERIES

As part of its ongoing commitment to supporting 
developing countries in strengthening agricultural 
productivity, food security, market competitiveness, and 
agricultural greenhouse gas (GHG) accounting, AgriDENZ 
launched Foundations for Change — a four-part online 
learning series.

The series provides targeted advice, technical support, and 
training to both existing and new partners across Africa and 
Asia. It is designed to foster informed dialogue and 
strengthen collaboration among stakeholders on the key 
drivers, tools, and investment opportunities shaping 
agricultural GHG mitigation, measurement, and 
management.

The first webinar, “Agricultural GHG emissions: Emerging 
Market and policy signals. What is driving change?”, held 
on 27 May 2026, examined the accelerating commercial, 
policy, and regulatory pressures reshaping global 
agriculture. Frans van Wyk, Director of Agrifusion South 
Africa, drew on practical regional examples to illustrate 
how countries and producers must navigate these shifts.

At its core, the webinar highlighted a fundamental shift: 
climate performance is now directly linked to trade, 
finance, and competitiveness. GHG emissions data are 
rapidly becoming a strategic asset in agricultural trade, with 
measurable emissions performance emerging as a key 
determinant of product quality, market access, and long-
term value within global supply chains.

Please find the recording HERE

Stay tuned for the upcoming webinars:

Webinar 2: Practical Tools for Measuring and Managing 
Agricultural Emissions: FAO GLEAM Online Learning | 
Date tbc

Webinar 3: The Changing Global Investment Landscape 
and Partnership Potential | 23rd September 2026, 10am – 
11am CEST / 8pm – 9pm NZST

Webinar 4: Agricultural GHG Research Pathways to Low-
Emission, Profitable Production Systems: Case Studies 
from South Africa | Date tbc

WEBINARS

https://www.agri-denz.com/news/detail?tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=666&cHash=d004228ce56619bf10db9c679a094eb8
https://www.agri-denz.com/news/detail?tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=669&cHash=0931d6bdab8c8901d28c0300d74eeb76


SCIENCE AND POLICY EXCHANGES

AGRIDENZ NEWSLETTER ISSUE 4

6

THE PAST SIX MONTHS

FEBRUARY/MARCH/JUNE 2026

DAIRY SUSTAINABILITY IN NEW ZEALAND 

Closely linked to the delegation visit in February and March 
was a science exchange exploring sustainable dairy 
farming, including ongoing work to reduce GHG emissions 
in the dairy sector. This work is a key focus of delegation 
members and dairy sustainability scientists Birthe Lassen 
and Anna Raschel (Thünen Institute), part of the team 
working on the German QM-Dairy Sustainability Tool. 
Birthe and Anna were particularly interested in 
understanding how stakeholders in the dairy industry in 
New Zealand (farmers, processors, NGOs, councils, etc.) 
are motivated to meet environmental goals. Their visits 

focusing on dairy farming included Dairy Trust Taranaki, 
Lincoln University (including the Research Dairy Farm), 
Livestock Improvement Corporation, DairyNZ, Miti Dried-
beef, Synlait and the Southern Dairy Hub, all of which 
provided useful insights into the NZ Dairy industry and 
ongoing work to ensure its sustainability.

The visit was followed up in June by a successful meeting 
with German dairy processors, during which MPI’s Robbie 
McCrea and Nick Donald gave an overview of agricultural 
GHG emissions reduction work in NZ (including the 
AgriZero partnership) and Charlotte Van Der Lee from 
Fonterra described how NZ’s largest dairy company is 
incentivising its farmer suppliers to incorporate sustainable 
practices.

[1] Anna Raschel (right) and Birthe Lassen (2nd from left) with fellow delegation member Andreas Gramzow (GFA Consulting Group, 
Germany, left) during a tour of the Dairy Trust Taranaki farm led by the DTT’s Magdalena Bremer (2nd from right). [2] Participants at 
the Lincoln University Dairy Farm open day hear about farm performance over the past year. Photos © Matthew Barnett

Science and policy exchanges, both in person and online, were again an 
important activity for the project, involving participants from Ministries, 
research institutions, and industry stakeholders.

Some of the herd at the Dairy Trust Taranaki Farm in Hāwera, South Taranaki. Photo © Bernd Schwang, BMLEH

01 02

https://www.thuenen.de/en/institutes/farm-economics/projects/qm-dairy-sustainability-tool
https://www.thuenen.de/en/institutes/farm-economics/projects/qm-dairy-sustainability-tool
https://www.thuenen.de/en/institutes/farm-economics/projects/qm-dairy-sustainability-tool
https://www.agrizero.nz/
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APRIL 2026

ONLINE SCIENCE POLICY DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN AGRIDENZ AND MACSUR 
SCIPOLNET

Photo: Thünen-Institute/Nina Grassnick 

On 16 April, AgriDENZ and MACSUR SciPolNet (Modelling 
European Agriculture with Climate Change for Food 
Security: Science–Policy Network) convened a science–
policy dialogue on agricultural greenhouse gas mitigation 
measures in livestock and grassland-based farming 
systems. The event brought together policymakers and 
researchers from several countries to exchange 
experiences on the design and implementation of 
mitigation measures and to discuss opportunities, barriers 
and research needs. Darran Austin contributed a 
presentation on New Zealand’s experience in 
implementing livestock GHG mitigation measures. The 
dialogue provided a valuable platform for cross-country 
learning and for strengthening the science–policy 
interface in support of effective agricultural climate action. 

A policy brief summarising the main findings and 
recommendations emerging from the dialogue is currently 
being prepared and will be published shortly.

THE PAST SIX MONTHS

APRIL 2026

NZ VISITORS TO GERMANY

During April 2026, two visits from MPI staff to Germany 
continued to build the relationship between the two 
countries that underpins the AgriDENZ project. 

First, Darran Austin, Principal Advisor – Resources and 
Rural Communities Policy  at MPI and AgriDENZ topic lead 
for farm-level GHG accounting, visited the Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Regional Identity 
(BMLEH) and the New Zealand Embassy in Berlin. 

The visit centred on farm level methods and tools and 
policy exchange. During his stay, Darran met with Nina 
Grassnick, Elin Martinsson, and Claudia Heidecke (Thünen 
Institute), Bernd Schwang, Dorothea Schildt, and other 
BMLEH officials to progress the farm-level GHG 
workstream and discuss climate, freshwater and drained 
peatland policy.

Then on 16th April, Catherine Sangster, a senior analyst 
working on GHG inventory, policy and trade at MPI, visited 
the Thünen-Institute in Germany. She met with the 
Thünen AgriDENZ team and colleagues responsible for the 
German agricultural GHG inventory and projections. 

The visit provided an opportunity for mutual learning and 
exchange on GHG inventory and projection methodologies 
in New Zealand and Germany. Catherine presented New 
Zealand’s approaches to emissions projections and 
inventory compilation, including the models, data sources 
and processes used, as well as ongoing inventory 
improvement activities. Thünen colleagues shared insights 
into their work on the German agricultural GHG inventory 
and projections. Discussions also explored the inclusion of 
mitigation technologies in both inventories and 
projections, highlighting similarities and differences in the 
two countries’ approaches.
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
AND WHAT TO EXPECT IN ISSUE FIVE

• FURTHER OUTPUTS FROM THE FARM-LEVEL GHG ACCOUNTING COMPARATIVE WORK, 
including a planned publication comparing the AgriGHG-tool (Germany) and Farm Emissions 
Method (New Zealand).

• SIDE EVENT IN PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA: Livestock, Climate, and Economics: Pathways to Low-
Emission, Profitable Production Systems.

• FURTHER SCIENCE EXCHANGES, strengthening the bilateral research relationship between 
Germany and New Zealand.

• A SERIES OF WORKSHOPS including the Food Loss and Waste Workshop in the Pacific, and the 
Farm-Level GHG Accounting Workshop in Germany.

• ANOTHER INSTALMENT OF THE AGRIDENZ WEBINAR SERIES — watch the project website for 
upcoming announcements!

MEET THE TEAM!

Hello. I’m Dr. Ackim Mwape, the New 
Zealand AgriDENZ third country lead for 
Africa.

I am a Policy and Science Relationship 
Advisor at the Ag-Emissions Centre in 
New Zealand.

In this role, I support selected developing countries in strengthening their capacity to 
estimate and mitigate GHG emissions at national and regional levels. This includes 
collaborating with international and in-country partners to design and implement capacity-
building and research initiatives, with a focus on improving national livestock emission 
inventories and identifying practical mitigation opportunities.

Within AgriDENZ, I facilitate exchange with partners in the Global South, particularly 
researchers, policymakers and practitioners in Africa. I coordinate online exchange formats 
that support dialogue on key drivers, tools and investment opportunities for agricultural GHG 
mitigation and measurement. I also contribute to the organisation of expert events in Africa 
and facilitate collaboration among relevant institutions to develop a shared research agenda 
aligned with regional priorities, and to identify feasible, cost-effective and scalable mitigation 
strategies that support both emissions reduction and agricultural productivity.

ONLINE
For more information, please visit the project website (www.agri-denz.com)
or join us on LinkedIn (AgriDENZ project: Overview | LinkedIn).

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE FROM NEWSLETTER
If you would like to subscribe to our newsletter, please click HERE. If you would like to unsubscribe from our newsletter, 
please send an email with the subject “Unsubscribe from AgriDENZ newsletter” to nina.grassnick@thuenen.de

http://www.agri-denz.com/
http://www.agri-denz.com/
http://www.agri-denz.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/agri-denz-project/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/agri-denz-project/?viewAsMember=true

	Slide 1
	Slide 2:        THE PAST SIX MONTHS
	Slide 3:        THE PAST SIX MONTHS
	Slide 4:        THE PAST SIX MONTHS
	Slide 5:        THE PAST SIX MONTHS
	Slide 6:          SCIENCE AND POLICY EXCHANGES
	Slide 7:          SCIENCE AND POLICY EXCHANGES
	Slide 8

